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Gartner Glossary > Information Technology Glossary > M > Metadata

Metadata

Metadata is information that describes various facets of an information asset to improve its usability
throughout its life cycle. It is metadata that turns information into an asset. Generally speaking, the
more valuable the information asset, the more critical it is to manage the metadata about it,
because it is the metadata definition that provides the understanding that unlocks the value of
data.
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